Course Syllabus for English 097-2495: Basic Writing: From Sentence to Paragraph
Spokane Community College Spring 2013

Instructor: Kate Reed

Class: Daily 11:30AM-12:20AM; Building One Room 0214
Office Location: Building One 211-I Office Hours: M-Th 10:30-11:30
Office Phone: 533-8298 Email: kate.reed@scc.spokane.edu
Class Website: katereedsenglishsite.weebly.com

The Course:

What CCS says: This course provides students with the basic elements of grammar and punctuation as they relate to writing complete and accurately punctuated English sentences. The course attends to grammar, ranging from prepositional phrases to independent and dependent clauses to the recognition and proper punctuation of sentence elements. Formal writing tasks include recognition of boundaries and composing basic paragraphs.
What I say: You’re all in here to become better writers. To write better, you must write and read more. Therefore, in this class we will be writing and reading a lot. 
Required Texts:

· Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
· ISBN-10: 0439023521
· Pen/pencil and paper

· Reliable access to email, a computer, and a printer

· A Composition Journal like this (no spiral bound notebooks):

                            


Course Work:

Each Friday you will turn in one typed paragraph. The assignment prompt for these will generally be found under homework for Monday. These paragraphs will be marked up and commented on, and you will receive completion credit for these. Later in the quarter, you will start writing essays; the same process will apply for these. Your Mid Term and Final Portfolio will be comprised of revised paragraphs and essays as well as in class essays.
You will keep track of all class notes and journal exercises and in your Composition Journal. 

These will be turned in periodically, so make sure they’re up to date.

Mid Term Portfolio......................... ...........................................20%

Final Portfolio.............................................................................30%

In & Out of Class Assignments/Quizzes………….……….........20%

Exams………………………………………………………………..10%

Journals (Participation)…………………….…………………….20%

Late Work Policy:

If you miss an in-class quiz or assignment, there is no opportunity to make it up. If you miss a Journal Entry, you are welcome to make it up, but you must get the journal entry from someone in class. 

Everyone receives two late assignment certificates. These can be used for a missed out of class assignment, a Friday Paper, or an exam. The late work must be turned in within three days of the original due date with the late certificate attached. This means that a missed exam must be made up within three days of the missed class.

Late portfolios are not accepted.
Attendance Policy:

You have four free absences before your grade is affected. For each subsequent absence, your grade will be reduced by one-third (A to A-, A- to B+ and so on). If you would like to inform me that you will be missing class, feel free, but do not mistake this for an excused absence; with the exception of school events, there are no excused absences. In the event of a missed class, you are responsible for any missed material. You can use the course calendar (which will be updated on ANGEL every day after class), your peers, or office hours to catch up; please do not come to me before and after class to ask what you’ve missed.

Due to the disturbance that comes with arriving late, you are welcome to come in after attendance has been taken, and I encourage that you do, but you will be counted as absent. If this becomes an issue, you will lose this privilege. You will not have an opportunity to make up any missed quizzes or in-class assignments.

Class Conduct Policy:

All students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that does not interfere with an instructor’s ability to teach or a student’s ability to learn, as outlined in the Washington State Legislature’s “Standards of Conduct for Students”, which is available here: http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=132Q-30. Any violation of these standards may result in the student being asked to leave for a single class session and/or the instructor pursuing disciplinary proceedings through the Dean of Students. Examples of disruptive behavior include:

· disrespectful and/or hostile language, posturing, or gestures that interfere with the instructor’s ability to teach and/or a student’s ability to learn

· using cell phones, mp3 players, portable games, laptops, or other electronic devices for purposes unrelated to the class (the only exception is note-taking equipment)

· talking while other students and/or the instructor is talking

Accommodations:

 If any student needs accommodations, please contact me and/or Disability Support Center as soon as possible so we might ensure full participation in this course. 

Academic Integrity/Plagiarism: 

All ideas not specifically and wholly yours, must be cited in MLA format.  There are three types of plagiarism*: 

1.  Global Plagiarism: Stealing an essay, term paper, or speech from a single source and passing it off as your own. (This will result in an automatic “F” on the assignment, and a possible “F” in the class.)

2.  Patchwork Plagiarism: Stealing ideas or language from two or three sources and passing them off as your own. (The assignment will go under review, and most often results in an “F” on the assignment.)

3.  Incremental Plagiarism: Failing to give credit for particular parts of an essay, term paper, or speech that are borrowed from other people. (The assignment will go under review, and often results in either an “F” on the assignment or an opportunity to redo the assignment.)

*descriptions taken from: http://users.scc.spokane.edu/JRoth/Courses/Writers'%20Resources/Plagiarism.htm

Grading:
	Grading Scale
	Numeric Grades
	Letter Grade Equivalent

	95-100
	3.8-4.0
	A (Superior achievement)

	89-94
	3.5-3.7
	A-

	83-88
	3.2-3.4
	B+

	79-82
	2.9-3.1
	B (Above average achievement)

	76-78
	2.6-2.8
	B-

	73-75
	2.3-2.5
	C+

	70-72
	2.0-2.2
	C (Average achievement)

	66-69
	1.6-1.9
	C-

	63-65
	1.3-1.5
	D+

	60-62
	1.0-1.2
	D (Minimum achievement)

	57-59
	0.7-0.9
	D-

	56 and below
	0.0-0.6
	F


Other Notes

You may leave your cell phone on silent and if you must answer, please step out of class. There is no texting in class as it is distracting. If you are caught texting during a time in which you are engaged in conversation with a peer, you will be marked absent for a day and if this becomes a problem, you will be asked to leave.

By accepting this form and staying in the class, you are legally agreeing to abide by this syllabus.

The information on this syllabus is subject to change.

Hang onto this Syllabus, and before you ask me any questions, look over it. There's a lot of important information here and I'd much rather spend our time together answering questions about your writing rather than telling you when office hours take pace.

Notes:

